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Westpark Elementary School  
Newsletter 
Welcome Returning & New 
Wildcats and Their Families! 

 

As we begin this year, there are 
many things to look forward to such 
as our Splash Back to School 
Carnival, Annual Academic Expo, 
Family Math Night, Family Science 
Night, Award Presentations each six 
weeks, Red Ribbon Week, Career 
Day, Field Day, College Week and 
so much more£ We are excited to 
plan these important events to 
enhance your experience at Westpark 
Elementary School. 
 
As mentioned, in the spirit of Back to 
School, the PTA is sponsoring a 
Splash Back to School Carnival 
Friday, August 28

th
 from 5:00 ® 

8:00p.m.  We hope all of you can 
be there!  I understand that we will 
have confetti eggs and there was a 
rumor of a dunk tank£££. 
 
We hope that this school year will be 
the best school year ever!  If you 
need anything, feel free to email me 
at richard.penland@fwisd.org.  You 
can also call the school if that is 
better for you, 817-249-7150.  We 
are excited to serve you and your 
family! 
 
Sincerely, 
Richard Penland 

From the Principal  

 

Contents  

Principalõs News 1 

Exemplary Status  1 

Dress Code & Tardy Policy 1 

Kindergarten News 2 

Note from the Nurse               2 

First Grade News 3 

Second Grade News 3 

Third Grade News 3 

Fourth Grade News 4 

Fifth Grade News 5 

LINC News 5 

Music, Art and PE News 6 

Administrative News              7 

PTA News                              8                      

Richard Penland , Pr inc ipa l  

Er in G irau lo ,  Ass is tnant Pr inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events  

§ Fri. 8/24 - Splash Back 
to School Carnival, from 
5-8PM 

§ Mon. 9/7 - Labor Day 
Holiday, No School 

§ Fri. 9/18 ð Waiver Day, 
No School for Students 

§ Thurs. 9/24 ð Sweet 
Treat Student Author 
Night and PTA Meeting, 
6:00PM 

§ Fri.9/25 ð Dominoes 

Pizza Night 

EXEMPLARY STATUS 
Well, we did it£. Westpark 
Elementary is EXEMPLARY once 
again!  This means that at least 90% 
of our third through fifth graders 
passed the TAKS reading, math, 
writing and science tests.   
Specifically, 93% passed math, and 
96% passed reading, writing and 
science!  I am so proud of our 
students and our teaching staff ® 
everyone worked so hard ® and it 
paid off!   
 
DRESS CODE CONCERNS 
I would like to give you a couple 
reminders as you gear up for the new 
school year.  First, due to the high 
risk of injury, we will be strictly 
enforcing the dress code especially in 
regards to footwear ® we ask that 
students wear athletic shoes.  Flip 
flops will not be allowed at school.   
 
TARDY POLICY 
The other hot topic I want to make 
sure to touch base with everyone right 
from the beginning is the issue of 
tardies.  Classes begin at 8:00 
a.m.   If students are not in class at 
8:01 they will be considered tardy.  
We understand that there are times 
that being late for school is 
unavoidable, but we do ask that 
students are here on time so that the 
students can get the most out of 
each and every day. 
 

 

Check out pg. 7 for 

information on Popcorn and 
Pickle Days and find out 

about Cookie Days! 

mailto:richard.penland@fwisd.org


Westpark Elementary is so excited to welcome our newest group of  students ð our 

Kindergarteners a nd their families! This is an exciting year for these kids that  will be 

full of new adventures, new activities and lots of fun! Fortunately, w e have 4 great 

teachers that are geared up to guide your children through this fi rst year of school.  

Ashley Baganz 
«Hi I am Ashley Baganz and although I'm a new kindergarten teacher at Westpark I'm not 
new to the district.  I taught pre-k at Westcliff for 7 years and excited to be making a 
move up to kindergarten.  I graduated from TCU in 1999 and enjoy attending the football 
games and cheering the horned frogs on.  I am very excited about the new year and being 
a part of the Westpark family. I wish everyone a wonderful year full of excitement and 
rigorous learning.¬ 
 

Courtney Love  
«Howdy! My name is Courtney Love and I have just graduated from Texas A&M University!  
I grew up in Benbrook and attended Westpark Elementary from Kindergarten through 5th 
grade.  I am thrilled to be able to work in FWISD and, specifically, Westpark Elementary, a 
school which holds a lot of great memories! I look forward to meeting you and getting to 
know each one of your children.¬ 
 

Jonathan Purser  
My name is Jonathan Purser. I have worked for Fort Worth ISD for seven years. I have 
taught Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades as well as others during summer school. Kindergarten 
is probably my favorite. I have a lovely wife named Lori, a son (11)named Samuel, and a 
daughter (1)named Mary. We live with a cat, fish, and three rambunctious dogs. I am 
currently going to Tarleton State University to obtain my Doctorate and hope to complete my 
studies in about three years.  I do not have very much free time for hobbies, but when I 
do get a minute, I enjoy playing guitar, reading, hunting, fishing, and watching Texas 
Longhorn football. I love learning and having fun in the process. I am looking forward to this 
year, meeting new people, and all the wonderful opportunities it will surely bring.    
 

Liz Goleman  
Hi! I am Elizabeth Golemon. I teach Kindergarten. I have taught Kindergarten for 23 years. 
I enjoy working with 5 and 6 years olds. The teaching is quite rewarding. I am married to 
Dale Golemon and we have a son named Matthew who is 4. He is in a Montessori School. 
I got my degree at TCU and my masters at Texas Womanªs University. When I am not 
teaching I love to run, ride bikes, go camping and spend time with my family. I hope 
everybody has a great year at Westpark. We are a great team! 

Kindergarten News 

Fort  Worth ISD 
Traditional Calendar  

At a Glance 
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Grade Level News 

 

In future editions of the newsletter, the Grade Level News will be intended to keep you, up to date on 
activities, events and any other news that needs to be shared with the Westpark community. 

However, in this first newsletter, each of our teachers was gracious enough to take a little time to write a 
little something to introduce themselves to you! I hope that you enjoy getting to know these teachers as 

much as I have!   Misty Hanson 

 

A NOTE FROM THE NURSE 
 

Dear Westpark Family, 

It has been a wonderful summer and now it is time to go to work helping your children and our students have 

a good year!  My part as the nurse is to help those students with health concerns feel and be safe and 

comfortable in school. While many must deal with severe life threatening scary things; my goal is to help 

them be able to have a happy, normal school year in spite of very real health concerns. 

Letõs all work together for that goal. 

Sincerely, 

Marian Rea RN 

 

Every Friday is Spirit Day! Be 

sure to wear your Spirit Shirts! 

 

 

 



  

There was a few changes made to 

the First Grade teaching roster this 

year, however none of the teachers 

are new to the school - 2 are former 

Kindergarten teachers and 1 gained 

a new last name this summer! A ll 

four teachers are excited to begin 

the school year!  
 

Jessica Bobo 
«Hello Westpark Families!  Just to let 
you know, last year I was Miss 
Lewis, however, over the summer I 
embarked on the huge journey of 
getting married!  So, this year I will 
still be teaching wonderful 1st 
graders, just under a different name, 
Mrs. Bobo.  I graduated from Texas 
Christian University with my Bachelor 
of Science in Early Childhood 
Education.  I am certified to teach 
General Education, English as a 
Second Language, as well as Gifted 
and Talented students.  I love my 
profession and cannot imagine doing 
anything else! I am an open book, 
so if you have any other questions, 
please feel free to ask!¬ 
 

Trudy Cross 
«My name is Mrs. Trudy Cross, and I 
have been teaching at Westpark 
Elementary since the day it opened in 
1988.  Before that I taught for three 
years at Benbrook Elementary, 
beginning in 1985 when my family 
moved to Fort Worth from Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.  Before THAT I taught for 
five years at Dunlap Elementary, in 
the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada, from 1975 to 1980.  We 
moved to Texas when my husband, 
David, accepted a position in the 
Psychology Department at TCU.  Our 
children, Jennifer and Nathan, 
attended FWISD schools, graduated 
from TCU, and now are pursuing 
their own careers.  Jennifer is a 
geologist working for Shaw Industries 
in Irving, and Nathan is a 1st 
Lieutenant in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Aside from talking of 
my family, my hobbies are gardening, 
walking, hiking, and reading.  I 
especially like to walk on the beach.¬ 
 

First Grade News 
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Amy Stephens 
«My name is Amy Greathouse 
Stephens.  I teach first grade here at 
Westpark Elementary.  This is my eighth 
year teaching and my second year at 
Westpark.  My husband and I have 
three Boston Terriers and a cat.  So, I 
guess you can say I'm an animal 
person.  I went to Texas A&M -  
Commerce to get my degree.  I am 
excited to teach first grade and am 
looking forward to the new year.¬ 
 
Sarah Barnes 
«My name is Sarah Barnes.   I am 
originally from Tulsa, Ok.  I have lived 
here for several years now and am 
proud to call myself a Texan.  I have 
been teaching for 8 years and this will 
be my 4th year teaching here at 
Westpark.  This year holds new 
changes for me as I will be moving up 
and teaching First grade!  I am so 
excited about this new adventure.  I 
cannot wait to the year to begin!¬ 
 
 
 
Our 2 nd grade teaching staff also 

added a new face this school year; 

however, this teacher has simply been 

acquired from the first grade roster.  

 
Karen Brown 
«This will be my tenth year at 
Westpark.  I taught 2nd grade my first 
year and then I moved to First Grade 
and taught there for the last 8 years.  
While I loved First Grade, I am excited 
that I am moving back to 2nd grade 
and will be teaching Reading and 
Language Arts.  This will present some 
new and exciting challenges.  I 
am proud to say that my entire teaching 
career has been here at Westpark.¬ 
 
Kathryn Smalley  
«My name is Kathryn Smalley and I'm 
teaching 2nd grade math at Westpark 
this year.  I received my bachelors in 
Psychology and my Masters in Teaching 
from Virginia Commonwealth University.  
This is my fourth year at Westpark. I 
taught 5th grade Reading for 2 years 
and 2nd grade last year.  I'm looking 
forward to a great year in 2nd grade!¬ 
 
 

Senta Simons  
«My name is Senta Simons and I have 
taught for 16 years. I have taught 
Kindergarten, 2nd and 5th grades and 
have enjoyed all of them. I graduated 
from Western Hills High School and 
Texas Wesleyan University. I have 3 
children, Travis-11, Andrew-15, and 
Karissa-18. I enjoy reading, watching 
sports, bowling and hanging out with 
friends. I am looking forward to teaching 
Social Studies and Science in 2nd 
grade this year.¬ 
 
 
 
Our 3 rd grade team is back and more 

awesome than ever! We are so excited 

to have these great teachers for your 

children!  

 
Dean Adia  
«Greetings Westpark Students, Families, 
and Community! My name is Dean Adia 
and I am your 3rd grade Math teacher.  
This will be my 5th year to teach, but 
only my second year to teach at this 
wonderful school that I am proud to call 
my home. Like these students, I too 
was a Westpark Wildcat. I was in the 
first 4

th
 grade class here in 1989 and 

went on to Monnig Middle School, 
Western Hills High School and then on 
to TCU. If you try to look me up 
though, my name will appear as Dean 
Forshee. The reason I no longer have 
the surname Forshee is because my 
spouse, Vanessa, and I chose a new 
name for our new family when we 
married. Our name comes from the 
Hausa language in Africa and means 
«gift¬. We chose a name that had 
meaning to our hearts. We feel that 
love is a gift that everyone should be 
able to give and to receive. Right now 
the family is limited to the two of us 
and our 16 month old daughter, Sophia. 
She means everything to us. We plan 
on having more children so weªll be 
sure to keep you updated on that. If 
you would like to know more, please 
feel free to come by and chat. I would 
love to take the time to get to know 
you better that way my services to you 
and the community can be more 
meaningful. Wishing you a happy new 
academic year, Dean Adia¬ 
 
 

 2nd Grade News 

 3rd Grade News 



Rebecca Santi 
«I am excited to be a 

Wildcat! I have taught in 
Tyler ISD, FWISD and served 
as a Reading First Coach at 

another campus within 
FWISD. This year, I am 

joining the Westpark faculty 
as the Literacy Coach. I 

graduated from TCU with my 
bachelor's degree and UTA 
with my master's degree. I 
live in Fort Worth with my 

husband.¬ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our 4 th  grade team boasts a brand new teacher this year, but she will definitely 

have no trouble honing her skills as she will be accompanied by 2 fine ladies who 

are veteran Westpark staff that  boast over 40 years of Westpark pride between 

them!  
 

Deanna Everett 
«Hello!  I am Deanna Everett in room 213. I have taught a total of 23 years with 
this being the start of my 17th year at Westpark.  I will be teaching fourth grade 
science, social studies, health, and writing composition. I am a native Texan. I 
was raised in East Texas, but in my adult years I have lived in nine others states 
before returning to Texas to raise my family. I have been married to Vincent for 38 
years and we have 4 grown children (3 boys and a girl). Our family has increased 
in the past year to include 2 daughter- in- laws. I live in the Westpark Addition and 
my 4 children attended Westpark during their elementary school years. I love 
working at my neighborhood school and enjoy living in the Benbrook community.¬ 
 

Maria Kerbow  
¬I am very excited to begin another year as the 4th grade reading teacher! My goals 
are to help students become better readers and instill in them a love for reading so 
they will be lifelong readers. I also serve as the chairperson of the Advanced 
Academic Screening Committee which screens students for the Gifted and Talented 
Program. I am married with 2 children and my family resides in Benbrook. I have 
been fortunate to have been part of the Westpark community for 20 years and look 
forward to serving for many more!¬ 
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Alvia Page  
«Being a mother to a blended family of 6 children and wife of a middle school 
teacher, I can say that I have chosen a profession that has been absolutely 
thrilling and ever changing! My teaching career has also afforded me the time to 
spend with my family. I had my teaching roots firmly implanted with my 11 years 
in the Little Rock School District, where I began my career as a second grade 
teacher for three years. I then taught 8 more years as a first grade 
teacher. Upon my relocation to Texas, I began my Texas teaching career where I 
currently teach, here at Westpark. I taught first grade for a number of years, and 
now I am in my second year as a third grade teacher. I found that drawing on 
my student teaching experience in third grade under the tutelage of a very 
capable cooperating teacher helped me to make the transition from first to third 
grade. I did my student teaching in a school where the third grade was partially 
departmentalized; I was assigned to teach third grade science, social studies, 
health and math. I was able to use what I learned from that experience in my 
first year as a third grade teacher. I look forward to honing my skills as a third 
grade teacher of science, social studies, health and ELA (English Language 
Arts). My goal is to make learning these subjects even more interesting by 
expanding my knowledge and use of the Promethean Board in addition to other 
technological and educational tools and resources.¬ 
 

Elizabeth Rodarte 
Hi! My Name is Elizabeth Rodarte. I came to Westpark mid-year during the 
2007-2008 school year, so this will be my 2nd and ½ year teaching 3rd grade 
reading. I attended the University of Texas in Austin, so I am a big Longhorns 
fan! Austin was fun, but I was raised in the Dallas area and am glad to be 
back! I donªt have any kids, but I have a sister who is 4 years younger and 
she says I sometimes act like her mom! She is a junior at the University of 
North Texas, so Iªm also a bit of an Eagles fan! I enjoy reading, cooking, and 
spending time with friends and family! I look forward to meeting you! Stop by 
any time! Hookªem Horns! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3rd Grade News contõ.  

 4th Grade News   Shannon Kaiser  
«This is my first year with the district 
and Iªm the new Fourth Grade Math 
Teacher. Iªm a Texas Aggie, class of 
2002.  Last year I earned my 
Masterªs Degree from UTA. The only 
television I watch is Wheel of Fortune. 
I enjoy dining out with family and 
friends on patios in 78 degree 
weather. My husband and I recently 
celebrated our six year wedding 
anniversary, and we have a precious 
three year old daughter. My weekends 
are spent swimming, going to Ranger 
games, and all sorts of other play 
dates. Itªs rare to see me without my 
camera when Iªm spending time with 
my little girl, Keneddy. I attempt to 
exercise when I can and Iªm involved 
with my Sunday School Class and 
church. Iªm looking forward to an 
amazing year with the students filled 
with opportunity, growth, discovery, and 
fun. Please visit me in Room 215. 
Go Wildcats!¬ 
 

 Literacy Coach   

Did You Know?? 
September begins on the same day 
of the week as December every 
year, because there are 91 days 
separating September and 
December, which is a multiple of 
seven (the amount of days in the 

week). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

LINC News 
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 5th Grade News   

Brooke Hobart 
«My name is Brooke Hobart and this will be my second year 
at Westpark Elementary. I graduated from Texas Christian 
University with a Master's Degree in Early Childhood Education. 
I am very lucky to work in such a positive and involved 
community! The staff, parents, community members, and 
children of Westpark Elementary made my first year truly 
memorable and wonderful. Last spring my boyfriend of four 
years, who I met at TCU, asked me to marry him and we 
have set the date for next summer! As the fifth grade reading 
teacher, I strongly support the AR reading program, interactive 
centers, and hands-on learning. I look forward to another 
wonderful year as a Westpark Wildcat!¬ 
  
 

Jason Bruck  
«Hello, my name is Jason Bruck. I grew up in California and 
graduated from Sacramento State University with a Business 
Degree. I moved to Texas in 2001 taking on a business 
sales position but constant work and travel was not for me. 
During my spare time, I started coaching sports and fell in 
love with helping kids. At that point, I decided that working 
with kids was what I wanted to do with my life and have not 
regretted a moment since. I married my beautiful wife, 
Christina, on a beach in Hawaii last year, as well as 
welcoming our son, Mason Giles. Parenthood has been a 
blessing through each stage of watching my own child grow 
and I love every moment. This is my third year teaching 
elementary students, but my second year in Science. I am 
very excited to be teaching at Westpark for my first full year 
this year. I still love sports and may want to consider 
coaching sometime in the future (when the new middle school 
opens in Benbrook). Parents and staff of Westpark made me 
feel so welcome last year that I am ready to start the 
2009/2010 school year with everyone and make it an even 
better year than last. Thank you!¬ 
 
 

This new school year brings back the same terrific teachers  

to 5th grade that Westpark was so  honored to have last 

year. These teachers are awesome and come ready to rock 

again this year!  

 
Shelley Couch  
«My name is Shelley Couch and I teach 5th grade math. I am 
really looking forward to my 8th year of teaching here at 
Westpark. I live in the Benbrook community with my husband 
Carter and daughter Carley. I graduated from Texas Wesleyan 
University and have lived in Fort Worth all of my life.¬   
 

This incredible team of LINC teachers returns to Westpark this year with over 30 years of 

Special Education teaching experience on just our campus!  As some of the schools most 

inspirin g and devoted Wildcats - These ladies are truly amazing!   

 
Cathy Garrett 
«My name is Cathy Garrett and I teach the LINC class in Special Education.  I am very 
fortunate to be at Westpark in such a close community with such caring parents.  I have two 
adult sons.  Beau graduated from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York in May.  Breck 
graduated from Rice University and is now at the University of Virginia in graduate school working 
on his MBA. It will be good to get back to school.  Go Wildcats!!!!¬ 
 
Isabel Shirley 
«My name is Isabel Shirley. This will be my 15th year as a Special Ed/LINC teacher at 
Westpark. I have been married to Chris for 24 years, and we have two children. Chris is a 
professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Our son, Andrew, is 20 years old and is 
a junior at Texas A & M University. Our daughter, Haylee, is 14 years old and is a freshman at 
North Crowley High School. My hobbies include singing in my church choir, reading, cooking, 
watching Haylee play volleyball, and taking long walks with Chris and our two dogs, Tara and 
Godiva.¬ 
 
Patricia Clark-Lee 
 «Hello, I am Patricia Clark-Lee but you can call me Patti Lee. I am the Special 
Education/Inclusion/Co-teacher. I have been teaching at Westpark for thirteen years. I have been 
married for three and a half years to my wonderful husband Danny. We have one pug that we 
spoil a lot. We built a house by the lake two years ago and we love it. I am a mile away. I 
enjoy working in my flower beds and gardening. I also enjoy working out at the YMCA. I am 
looking forward to an exciting year at Westpark.¬ 
 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

 
 
Julie Cameron  
«I am the Math Coach 
at Westpark 
Elementary. I have 24 
years experience 
teaching at the 5th 
grade level. I have 
taught classes that were 
self-contained, and then 
departmentalized 
classes and also taught 
an inclusion class for 
several years. Last year 
I became the Math 
Coach at Westpark and 
now get the opportunity 
to work with the new 
EnVision math program 
at every grade level. On 
my time off I love to 
travel. During the 
summer I get to 
work with kids that like 
aviation and teach them 
the many aspects of 
aviation.¬ 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ

Î 

Math Coach 



  

School Newsletter Specialty Department News 

Music Notes 
We are so excited to announce the changes that have taken 

place in our Music Department this year!  

Not only did Westpark acquire a new part -time Music teacher 

to lend a hand (and ear and voice) but Mrs. Warren -Williams 

added a new addition to the Westpark  family over the 

summer with the birth of her baby boy! We offer warm 

congratulations to her and we canõt wait to hear to what the 

year has in store!  
 

Sonja Warren-Williams 
«My name is Sonya Warren-Williams and I teach choral and 
general music. I was one of the original staff members hired to 
teach at Westpark when the school opened in 1988. I taught 
Fifth Grade Reading, Language Arts, and occasionally Math as 
well as music to grades 3 ® 5 for 17 years and have taught 
music full time for the last three years while at Westpark.  I 
have certifications to teach general elementary grades 1 through 
6; general/choral music grades Pre-K through 12; gifted & 
talented (HAP) classes; Orff-Schulwerk music education; and 
have mid-management administration certification.  This year, I 
will be job sharing with Mrs. Jan Shelton so that I may have 
extra time at home with my new baby boy, Jesse David 
Williams. This is something I did when my first son, Samuel, 
was born five years ago and the schedule worked out well with 
everyone involved. My husband, David, also a musician, 
composes and performs jazz music around the DFW metroplex. I 
enjoy teaching and creating music with your children and I 
especially enjoy motherhood.¬ 
 

Jan Shelton  
«My name is Jan Shelton. I will be job sharing with Sonya 
Warren Williams this year. (Sonya and I have been friends since 
she and I worked together as student teacher and cooperating 
teacher.) My career in music education began forty years ago in 
Birdville ISD; later I moved to Ft. Worth ISD while completing a 
graduate degree at TCU. I have taught at numerous schools 
throughout FWISD; however, most of my time has been spent at 
Waverly Park teaching math and general music. I live with my 
husband, Mickey, in Weatherford.  I feel very fortunate to be 
working with Sonya and to be a part of the Westpark faculty. I 
am looking forward to this coming school year and to knowing 
each of you and your children.¬ 
 

Art Corner 
Westpark welcomes back Mrs. McMillian for another fabulous year  as our Art Teacher! 

She is an incredible teacher, filled with fu n ideas, so be sure to keep a look out for your 

childõs awesome artwork to be hanging in the First Hall Art Gallery soon!  

 

Jennifer McMillan  
«It is a pleasure to say that I have been a teacher at Westpark Elementary my whole teaching 
career. I began teaching in August of 2000. I was hired by Mr. Warden to be a fifth grade 
ELA teacher and Art teacher for third through fifth grade.  I taught ELA and Art for six years. I 
really enjoyed teaching fifth grade ELA, but when I was asked to teach art exclusively, I 
couldn't turn down the opportunity. This is my fourth year teaching Kindergarten through Fifth 
grade art. I feel truly blessed to be the Art Teacher at Westpark.¬ 
 

Gym Tracks  
Back for another momentous year, Jeremy Kinder is 

Westparkõs Physical Education teacher! The kids love 

him, and we look forward to all the great activities that he 

has planned to get our kids moving!  
 

Jeremy Kinder  
Hi, my name is Jeremy Kinder. I am the Physical Education 
teacher for Westpark. I am in my 6th year teaching here, 
and prior to that I taught PE for 1 year at Western Hills 
Elementary and 4 years at Leonard Middle School where I 
was the Head Football Coach and Athletic Coordinator. I 
have been married to my wonderful wife Keeley for 9 years 
and we have 2 great kids, Landon who is 6 and will be a 
First grader here at Westpark this year, and Lindsey who is 
almost 2. I am originally from Iowa, but moved down here in 
July of 1999. In my free time, I enjoy coaching a 16U 
select baseball team and my family loves to camp. I am 
looking forward to another great year at Westpark! 
 

Fun Monthly Facts: 
 

Aug: The first day of school this year, August 24th, is also 

National Waffle Day in the United States! 
 

Sept: Francis Scott Key wrote "The Star-Spangled Banner" 

during the attack on Fort McHenry, September 14, 1814. 

eeeee Speech fffff  
Patricia (Trisha ) Love 
I am the speech/language pathologist at Westpark. This 
begins my 30th year with FWISD. I have been at Westpark 
for almost 17 years! This year, I am also assigned to 
Insights, Choices, and Solutions (alternative elementary, 
middle and high school programs located at the Lena Pope 
Home).  I have been married to Andy for 29 years and 
have 3 children who received their elementary education at 
Westpark. My daughter, Courtney, is a recent graduate from 
A &M University @ College Station and currently is assigned 
as a kindergarten teacher at Westpark! James is a 
sophomore at A & M and Andrew is a senior at Western 
Hills High School.  I am looking forward to a great year at 
our exemplary school! 
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Back by Popular Demand -  

Popcorn and Pickle Day! 

These tasty treats will cost just 75¢ each and will be sold on Fridays! 
 

This year however, popcorn and pickles will be available every other 

Friday, in order to make room for  

Cookie Day!   
These will also be sold for 75¢ 

Page 7 of 8 Administrative News and  PTA News  School Newsletter 

 

Westpark PTA is proud to host  

the 2 nd  Annual  

òSplash Back Into School òCarnival 
 

WHEN?  
Friday August 24th, 2009 

5:00 ð 8:00pm  
 

Come One, Come All!  
Games and Prizes!  

Cake Walk! Bounce Houses! Water Balloons!  
Come and enjoy the food, the refreshments and  

Your teachers in the Dunk Tank!  
Tickets will be on Sale this Week!  

Donõt Miss Out! 
 

 
 

Administrative News 
 

From the Desk 
of 

Erin Giraulo, Assistant Principal 
 
Welcome Back Westpark Wildcats!!  
«My name is Erin Giraulo and I am so 
pleased to be a part of the Westpark 
family.  After having just completed my 
first year as assistant principal, I am 
eager to see what this new school year 
will bring my way!  
 
I grew up in a small town in upstate 
New York.  After graduating from high 
school, I completed my undergraduate 
degree at the State University of New 
York College at Cortland, majoring in 
elementary education and psychology. I 
then moved to Rochester, NY and began 
my teaching career working for the 
Greece Central School District as a 4th 
grade teacher.  I also had the opportunity 
to work there as a district wide mentor 
teacher for grades K-5. While working, I 
completed my Masterªs degree in Special 
Education from Nazareth College of 
Rochester.  A short time later, I 
completed another Masterªs degree in 
Educational Administration from Canisius 
College in Buffalo, NY.   
 
In June of 2007 my family and I moved 
from New York to Texas. Currently, I live 
near Saginaw, TX with my husband and 
two daughters ® Skyler and Sophia.   
 
This year promises to be the best yet 
and it will be a privilege to get to know 
you and your family!  
 
If you need anything, or have any 
questions, feel free to email me at 
erin.giraulo@fwisd.org, or call the school 
at 817-249-7150.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Erin Giraulo  

 

Administrative News and  PTA News  

PTA News and Information 
 

School Counselor 
 

Mrs. Ladybug 
I am known as Mrs. Rowton and Mrs. Ladybug  

(The lady you go to see when something bugs you).  
I love to work with children. I received my undergraduate degree in Elementary 
Education at Arkansas Tech University and my graduate degree in Counselor 

Education from the University of North Texas. I was a teacher for 19 years and 
am now in my 10th year as a school counselor. This is my 7th year as the 

Westpark Elementary counselor. My door is always open to you, and I want to 
help any way I can so that your child has a successful year. Contact information: 

817-249-7165 esther.rowton@fwisd.org. 
 

Look for information about 5 th 

grade Promotions Fundraisers 

coming home soon!  
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Weõre  

on the Web! 
http://schools.fwisd.org

/westpark 
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Potential a reality.  

 

Joining the PTA is a great to be involved with 

the education of your child! 

 

Membership is $6.00 and offers benefits 

and discounts throughout the community! 

To sign up, membership forms are available 

in the office. 

For more information, call Karen Henderson 

at  

817-249-2744 or she is available by email 

at khenderson@bass-net.com 

 

 

Westpark Elementary PTA  
Executive Board Members 2009-2010 

 

   President, Sarah Harris -     817-249-1968   mrsgaryd@sbcglobal.net 

   1st VP Membership, Karen Henderson-   817-249-2744   khenderson@bass-net.com 

   2nd VP Media Relations, Misty Ressl-Hanson-  817-400-0913   mistyressl@yahoo.com 
   4th VP Fundraising, Denise Wedding-  817-249-2858   kawdlw@yahoo.com 

   Secretary, Barbara Helmick-    817-249-1038   bbmhelmick50@msn.com 

   Treasurer, Dara Island-    817-249-3883   daraskelton_island@hotmail.com 
   Parliamentarian, Sally McWhorter-   817-249-5468   mcwhorterr@sbcglobal.net 

   Historian, Natalie Haughawout-    817-249-2966    natrat333@yahoo.com 

 

For information on volunteering, other available Chairman positions, or if you have any other questions, please 
feel free to contact any of the board members! We are happy to help!  

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year! We look forward to helping make it a great one!  
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Wildcat Walk-a-thon 

 is coming soon! 

Mark the date; Oct 16th 1-3pm 

This is a during school event ð all parents welcome! Fun and 

prizes! 

Look for more information to follow! 
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