
Dear Parents/Guardians,  

Students, and Friends, 

 

Can you believe it’s October 

already?  Just last month we 

were hosting Open House and 

welcoming you to a New Year at 

New Lives.  The faculty and staff 

would like to thank all of you 

who found the time to come 

and fellowship with us!!!  It was 

such a pleasure to meet the 

wonderful people behind our 

outstanding students.  If you 

didn’t make it, you certainly 

missed a fabulous event.  But, 

we look forward to meeting you 

at our next campus endeavor. 

 

Open House was not the only 

highlight in September.  

Students celebrated College 

Week and more than 25 New 

Lives’ students attended 

FWISD’s annual College Fair at 

the Amon Carter Round-Up Inn.  

More than 100 colleges and 

universities were represented 

and students were able to 

receive college admission 

information, as well as, 

information regarding Federal 

Financial Aid.  We are very 

excited that so many of our 

students are college bound. 

 

October will be a very busy 

month for New Lives, as well.  In 

an effort to boost student 

achievement, FWISD will 

conduct their first ever CBA 

Administration October 20th – 

October 23rd. CBAs are 

Curriculum Based Assessments 

and will be given in your 

student’s four core courses, 

English, Math, Social Studies, 

and Science.  Results from the 

CBAs will help our teachers 

determine the level of 

proficiency in which your 

student has learned the content 

taught in their classes, thus far.  

At New Lives, we use data to 

drive our instruction and in 

doing so, we increase student 

achievement, not only in the 

classroom, but on TAKS, as well.  

Please discuss the importance 

of the CBAs with your student. 

 

In addition to taking CBAs, 

seniors that have not previously 

passed all areas of TAKS will be 

given an opportunity to re-test 

October 20th – October 23rd.  If 

you aren’t sure of your senior’s 

testing status, please do not 

hesitate to contact Ms. Small, 

our campus Testing Coordinator 

at 817-531-7760 for questions.  

Also in regards to seniors, the 

Horatio Alger Scholarship 

deadline is Friday, October 31st.  

Earlier this session, with the 

assistance of the New Lives’ 

Counseling and Social Services 

Department, seniors began an 

on-line application during their 

advisory class.  Please ask your 

senior about the status of their 

application.     

Finally, on October 23rd, we will 

conclude our 1st grading 

session at the Center for New 

Lives.  Students will be 

recognized for both their 

academic achievement and 

their attendance.  Please keep 

an eye out for report cards 

which will be sent home with 

students on Wednesday, 

October 28th.  I encourage you 

to discuss your student’s 

performance, attendance, and 

conduct with them.  Remember, 

you make the difference!!! 

 

Just a few reminders…CBAs and 

TAKS Re-tests will be given 

October 20th – 23rd.  Report 

Cards will be distributed to 

students during Advisory on 

Wednesday, October 28th.  Last, 

but certainly not least, New 

Lives will host our 1st Annual 

Fall-O-Ween Carnival on 

Saturday, October 31st from 

10:00a – 2:00p.  Please join us 

for Food, Fun & Prizes!!! There 

will be an Obstacle Course, 

Bounce Houses, Cake Walks, 

Sand Art, Face Painting, Cotton 

Candy, Sausage-on-a-stick, and 

much, much more!!!  Fliers have 

already been sent home with 

students. Please call the school 

at 817.531.7770 for more 

information.  We plan to see you 

there!!! 

 

See you soon!!! 
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Our New Year here at New 

Lives is going very well. Our 

first nine-week session will be 

ending October 23rd. The 

second session will begin 

October 26th and therefore 

students will have a new 

schedule. We are going to 

continue to have two “zero 

hour” classes- Economics and 

Algebra IIB. Our zero hour 

classes begin at 8:00AM. 

These are extra classes we 

have added before the 

beginning of our regular 

school time, which is 9:25AM. 

Students that are enrolled in 

“zero hour” classes need to 

have their own transportation 

in the morning; in the 

afternoon they are able to ride 

the school bus. “Zero hour” 

classes give students the 

opportunity to earn additional 

course credits. 

In addition to “zero hour” 

classes, we have “Extended 

Day” to help the students 

earn credits for previously 

failed classes and/or credit 

denied due to excessive 

absences. Extended Day is 

held from 4:35-5:35 each 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays. Credit may be 

earned by : 

1. Completing additional 

assignments in a course 

which they previously 

failed with a grade of at 

least “65”. The objective 

is to earn a grade of “70” 

or higher so they can 

earn credit. 

And  

 

2. Doing “seat time” for a 

class in which they earned 

a passing grade of “70” or 

higher, but credit was 

denied due to exceeding 

the maximum number of 

unexcused absences. 

 

Daycare and transportation is 

provided for the students 

that attend Extended Day. 

 

 Credit retrieval is very 

important at the high 

school level, since grade 

placement and graduation 

is based on the number of 

credits accumulated.   

in an unfamiliar and dangerous 

land until she is found by a 

woman of the Clan, people very 

different from her own kind.  To 

them, blond haired, blue-eyed 

Ayla looks peculiar and ugly.  

She is one of the Others, those 

who have moved into their 

ancient homeland, but Iza 

cannot leave the girl to die and 

takes her with them.  Iza and 

Creb, the old Mogur, grow to 

love her, and as Ayla learns the 

ways of the Clan and Iza’s way 

This novel of awesome beauty 

and power is a moving saga 

about people, relationships, and 

the boundaries of love.  Through 

Jean M. Auel’s magnificent 

storytelling we are taken back 

to the dawn of modern humans, 

and with a girl named Ayla.  We 

are swept up in the harsh and 

beautiful Ice Age world she 

shares with the ones who called 

themselves the Clan of the Cave 

Bear.  A natural disaster leaves 

the young girl wandering alone 

of healing, most come to accept 

her.  But the brutal and proud 

youth who is destined to 

become their next leader sees 

her differences as a threat to his 

authority.  He develops a deep 

and abiding hatred for the 

strange girl of the Others who 

lives in their midst, and is 

determined to get his revenge. 

Read on and find out what 

happens to Ayla and the Clan 

that hates her.  You can find the 

book in our New Lives’ library. 
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Mind Matters: Drug Abuse and Teenagers 

From the Counselor, Consuelo Galindo  

Book Review by Ketianada Warren 

psychological and sociological 

effects of alcohol and other 

drugs. This involves reading and 

asking questions. 

 

STEP 3: ACT 

It is important to keep teens 

engaged and busy, not just 

during the school day, but from 

3 to 6 p.m., when the use of 

drugs by bored, unsupervised 

teens is highest. Prevention is 

fundamentally about caring, 

connected relationships and an 

open exchange of information.  

 

STEP 4: LEAD 

In general, it is important for 

parents to get to know each 

other and work together to 

promote safety-oriented 

strategies. The emphasis on 

safety does not mean we are 

giving teens permission to use 

drugs. It simply affirms that 

their welfare is our top priority. 

 

STEP 5: HELP 

It is important to know what to 

do if you believe a teenager is 

having a negative reaction to 

alcohol and/or other drugs.  

Today’s parents want to know 

what to do about drug abuse, 

and are looking for solutions. 

STEP 1: LISTEN 

The first step is to “get real” 

about drug use by listening to 

what teens have to tell us about 

their lives and their feelings. 

This will guide us toward 

intelligent, thoughtful action. 

 

STEP 2: LEARN 

Parents and teachers need to 

take responsibility for learning 

about the physiological, 
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National Red Ribbon Week 

October 26rd - 30th 

Pledge to be Drug Free! 
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Here’s what you can do to 

ensure your student is fully 

prepared for her test. Make 

sure that she gets an 

adequate amount of sleep, 

nourishment, and plenty of 

encouragement.  

  

Rest assured that the New 

Lives Faculty & Staff 

supports and motivates our 

students to do their very 

best on all exams and we 

stand behind your student 

 The October 

administration of the Exit 

Level TAKS Retest will be 

conducted October 20th - 

23rd. Strategic tutoring 

sessions have been 

conducted to prepare our 

students for their retests.  

 

Tuesday- ELA 

Wednesday- Math 

Thursday- Science 

Friday-  Social Studies 

100%.  Their success is 

our success and we look 

forward to celebrating 

when their scores 

return.  Graduation, here 

we come!!! 

 

 

 

Niesha Small 

Testing Coordinator 
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Health News 

September Character Counts Winners 

Testing Corner 

disabilities. They were 

educated on how to 

access services for babies 

through the first three 

years of life. Lunch was 

served. 

 

The annual JPS Infant 

Mortality Fair was held on 

September 11th, the entire 

New Lives Family 

attended. Students visited 

with vendors and 

participated in BINGO.  We 

were enlightened about 

SIDS (sudden infant death 

syndrome), breastfeeding 

and parenting. The JPS staff 

showcased two skits.   

Students received multiple 

baby items, gifts and box 

lunches. 9th grade Cristina 

Roman won the grand prize, 

Congratulations Cristina!! 

 

Pamela Roberson, RN 

During the month of 

September, our students 

attended the following 

health events: 

 

On Thursday, September 

3rd, thirteen students 

attended the Early 

Childhood Intervention 

Session. Students gained 

valuable information about 

infant growth, 

development, and 

Character Counts is an intervention at 

New Lives which focuses on recognizing 

students who exhibit strong character. 

Recognized students are trustworthy, 

respectful, caring, and responsible. 

Each month one student from each 

grade is nominated by teachers and 

staff. Each student receives a free pizza 

and recognition on the daily 

announcements.  

 

 

 

 

Michelle Rocha 

 

Middle School 

 

 

 

Janiece Hollman  

 

9th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyra Ashford 

 

10th Grade 

 

 

 

Kendra Allen 

 

11th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiera Searles 

 

12th Grade 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

  1 2 3 

 

4 5 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 

No School 

 

13 14 15 16 

 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 

Mr. Salas 

26 27 28 29 

Mrs. Munson 

30 31 

Fall-O-Ween 

10-2pm 
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I graduated from High 

School in 1983 from 

Calhoun High School in Port 

Lavaca, Texas.  I went on to 

get my Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Education with 

teaching fields in 

Mathematics and Art from 

Baylor University in Waco, 

Texas in 1987.  I started 

teaching right away at 

Mexia Jr. High where I 

taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

Math and then taught Art 

the following year.  I then 

moved to Victoria, Texas 

and taught Math at 

Bloomington Jr. High for 

one year.  I then taught Art 

at Jackson Elementary for 

3rd, 4th, and 5th graders.   

At this time I decided to stop 

teaching and go back to 

school and work on a 

Masters of Math degree at 

Southwest Texas State 

University where I had a 

teaching Assistantship.  I 

stayed there for one year 

and moved on to Fort Worth, 

Texas where I enrolled in 

Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary and 

obtained my Masters of Arts 

in Religious Education in 

1995.  While attending 

SWBTS in Fort Worth I was 

teaching Computer and 

Math classes at Westridge 

Christian School.  I met my 

husband, Jeff in 1995 and 

we got married that same 

year and now we have two 

wonderful boys.  Nathan is 

nine and Stephen is four 

years old.  I taught at 

Burleson High School for ten 

years before coming to  

New Lives and I have been 

here for the past four years 

teaching Geometry and Art.  

I also teach at TCC-South 

Campus in the Math 

Department in the evenings.  

I enjoy reading and making 

jewelry in my spare time. 

 

Staff Spotlight: Mrs. McLain 

Mrs. Brenda McLain 

Geometry and Art Teacher 


